') NOVARTIS

~ree
VANTAG
COMMUNICATIONS PHARMACEUTICALS
PRESS CLIPPING SHEET
PUBLICATION: Al Alam Al Youm
DATE: 8-April-2015
COUNTRY: Egypt
CIRCULATION: 51,000
TITLE : On 8th International Rare Disease Day:
30% of Myelofibrosis Cases Develop into Leukemia or
Myeloma
PAGE: Back page
ARTICLE TYPE: Agency Generated News
REPORTER: Sabah Hakiem
AVE: 7,248

353U (51 5a M eli Alal 2 gLy Jlaliom W iald e

3 ol pu oy glad golaal T el U ¥ > 34730

G doall 3159 claids ) Vasen 5]
pladll b aua iS5 s wadd) Gl s
Olawal 5aad dlldy 3 )alia Jalye b galial)
A e gl il y bl 30 Lgaal e
8 Ll e Gl s L)
3 Las aw Gugoniy L lellly LY
Ludle Lol daiis Fuball i edzall I
P Vo Cpoals Sy Gl slabd sl
o T 353 ;90 aas Y Lol GiLES)

il ol gl Sladl sa paall

:i__niJ ..:..hl_.a:..l ellia c;..u..___d | ;;.!L..EJJ

A pand suas 8 Gl LTI Jass e
o Lo gill paey pasll Laml 5 slasyl
RN s T S
30-20 (a8 Sua Spaw b pala Y o,
E)L*JL’ un;]_.n.-ml L-l.ﬂi‘.'.h“.J.L:l;_, u‘sla
e e L R oW g Y
#.-_Lj.-.ll &L-:u.” g'k‘_ab B LY el

ke g glaghl slis o gama 4 gXall Y5,
R

%0

oS rleo - CuisH

Oealall Alall o Il JUBaY) Glals e

by 355 Sl @i d€ 5Ll LAl e
Of oo ol Laalay aall (&) el S5l slas
gbT abiall p Lol Gk 2¥la 2ye 730
galiall L3y adll b ol ol s
v T IR e o o
_;-:n-ﬁ an\ d-.:t._.m..'n‘s.“ SJ.ILU| &1_,_..3’1 Lal
o e Lalb 5, 5daa Siany «Tyu4l)

WA

On the sidelines of the 8th International Rare Disease Day, Dr Mervat Mattar, Professor of Hematology at

Synopsis

the Cairo University said that 30% of Myelofibrosis Cases Develop into Leukemia or Myeloma. She
pointed out that Myelofibrosisis a rare, acquired (i.e. non-hereditary) disease that puts patient’s life at

high risk.

She highlighted the lack of statisticson diseaseprevalence in Egypt due to lack of research and awareness
as well as disease rarity. “The median age range for Myelofibrosispatients is 50 — 60, whereas in Egypt
the disease strikes patients at a substantially younger age, between 20 and 30,” said Dr. Mattar.“Early
diagnosis and treatment is crucialgiven that one third of bone marrow fibrosis cases develop into severe

leukemia or myeloma.”



W\ GE !') NOVARTIS

COMMUNICATIONS PHARMACEUTICALS

PRESS CLIPPING SHEET

Dr. Mahmoud Diaa, Head of Hospital Pharmacology at the Ministry of Health said, “Unfortunately
Myelofibrosis isoften diagnosed at a very late stage, because of lack of awarenessand widespread
occurrence of spleen enlargement in Egypt due to the high prevalence of Schistosomiasis (bilharzia) and
HCV. This often leads to a misdiagnosis - with the disease only correctly identified after 1 or 2 years - as
patients visit internal medicine or hepatology specialists, instead of hematology specialists.”
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