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Translation

Dr. Mahmoud Fotouh, TOLL Syndicate Spokesperson filed a complaint yesterday to Dr. Tarek Salman,
Aide to Minister of Health for Pharmacy Affairs, accusing foreign pharmaceuticals in Egypt of reducing
the profit margin of pharmacy owners and ignoring the ministerial decree number 499/2012.

The complaint indicated that foreign pharmaceuticals abided by article no.7 of the ministerial decree and
raised the prices of their products; but they abstained from paying the dues of pharmacies.

Al Masry Al Youm received documents revealing that "OSPEN 1000" drug, made by Novartis, was turned
from a locally produced drug into a fully imported medicine, and pharmacists' profit margin on such drug
was lowered to 12%; so the company did not abide by the ministerial decree.
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