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Digital

as US halts talks with Canada

US Prescirs Deocald Teump oo Fri
day halted all tradk nagatiatices with
Carada awer Cttawa's new digeal
services tax which will affect Ameri-
can tach giares. Trump described the

tax 2z a""blatane atack” on the Unit-
ed States, escalating political tensices
avvd his awitices to petentally an-
nex Carada.

“Based on this egregions tax, we

diately” Trump wrote oo his Teuth
Sacial platfarm. “We will be notfy-
ing Canaca of the taris thay will be
n)y\ngtadohusmeuwuhmnumw
within the next seven days:*

Tl\.n'p has repeatedly expressed
his oppestion to digtal services
taxes dhuring trade negotAans with
cther countrien, wewing twm as 3
“ran-tanifi trade basrier

Carada’s new digtal tax i< schad-
ulad to take slect next Manday and
will be applied retrcactively from
2022

b resporas, Canadian Prine Min-
ister Mark Carney sad Friday that
he sl wishes to continue negatia-
tans with the United Statos W will
cantinue to conduct these complex
negetAtant in the best interest of
Canadians. Thete are negotatons,
e told reparters.

US Treasury Secretary Scott Bos-
sent commented oo CNBC an Frie
day, stating W v it was caming
3w ware heping it would not be
implemanted™ He added, "W tink
itz fundamentally unfaie to male it
retrcactive. This is a Trodeauera is-
Suw, 56 we were hoping as 3 sign of
prodwill thatthe rerw Carnay admin-
istraticn weedd at least held off co
U¥s tax during trade regotiaticos
Ber appaceraly, thoy did noe”

Bossent indicated tdat if e Cana-

dian govenwment proceeds with the
tax Teump is prepared o impess
highwr tarnitis cn all Caradian gacds,
without specifying the rata.

Carada is tw largest buyer of
Anrican gacds, importing $3456n
warth last year, accarding to US Da-
partmant of Commarce data. In tuny,
Carada experted 341260 in goods
o the LS, malurg it the third -ag-
st source of foregn gocds for U
Anerican markse. The impostion of
highwer tani coud provake retalia-
tory mwasures from Canaca, which
S0 estivates supgest woudd cause
acancanic harm to besh ratians.

What is the Digital Services Tax?

The gavernmant of fomnar Prnme
Ministar joatin Trudeau passed Can-
ada’s Digital Sarvices Tax Act in fuw
2024, with its ndes coming inta elect
the zame meeth

The foderal tax seplies to large
forwign and domestic companies
that st Two specific critena: teeal
dokal remnues of €750m or mees,
and annual eaenings exceeding $20m
from Caradian sources.

The legistation impeses a 3% tax
o digtal serwces v excend-
ing $20m. It applies retreactively 1o
Jarwaary 1, 2022, which according 1o
same estimates, means Ottawacoudd
callecs bilions of dellars.

Tasable cevanues incude sarmings
frem colivs markatplaces, dgital ad-
vertising, social mwedia, and uter data,
which will primanly affect US tach
gants such as Amazen, Apple, and
Meta Matfoems.

Frorre Peilicvre, leader of the Can-
sorvative Party of Canada, wrete ina
social modia post that be heped both
siges would feturn to the regetiating
table: "l am dsappoirted that trade
talks have stalled Hopafuly they wil

resue So0

Sevoral Caradian companies and
proups have axpressed  concem
about prececding with the tax, foar
ing an escalaticn of trade tensicea
with the US

Why is Canada knposing This Tax?

A prmary reason is to increxoe
rovernse. The Parliamentary Bud-
et Offica extimated last year that
e tax wedd gererate more than
3T aver Sy years.

Tha Liboral Party of Canada, un-
dor formes Pame Minister Justn
Trudeau, had promised to intraducs
the tax during the 2019 federal elec-
ton. Howser, it implemeaation
wat debayed for several years as 2
fumber of countries hoped to reach
a unified inernaticral digital tax plan.
As delays continued, Carada decided
to proceed with its can plan.

#n additian ta raising revenos, Ot-
E3wa IS prCaOTing U 3 363 Wiy 10
madarise its tax system 1o inglude
produs generated within Canach by
foreign companies that do not hawe
3 physical presenca in the coutry,
according to the Teronte Star.

What is the US Pasition on the Tax?

The United States has stroegly
cppeed the tax from the cutoe be-
cause it pawarily afiects Amwsican
toch giaas.

US cicials have argued that the
i dsCriminates against Amwican
cooganios. by a rane display of unity
both Remecrats and Repoblicars
in Congeess have rejocted Canada's
plan and have boan wted in e
critcizm.

Earlyintis sacand tarm Trump had
threataned (o impese a 25% tant oo
all Caradian exparts, with the pas-
sibility of aising it furthar for soome
products To date, mast Canadan
goodh reman exempt from these
rani#s provided shay comply with
the  United States Memco-Carada
Agroamant (USMCA), which Truve
negovated during his firss termn.

The mest ncaable axcaptions have
b 2 25% tariff an 3l foreign cars
and parts, steol and Al Truve
tater docklod the walfs on stod and
Auminum ivgares to 509, Caadian
geods notcompliant withthe LSMCA
faced combined tants of SO%.

B respoase to the o tanl
Carada impased a 25% tanlf on nan-
compliant US cars. it also retaliated
agairat Teumpt coiginal steel and

durinum tarnilfs by inposing a 25%
il on neady $436n of US goods,
including alcahedic bewerages, sports
cquipment, and howw applisnces.
Dospite Truwps  latest  sanif
threats, US markes ended Fricay an
ahigh rote The S0 500 and Masdaq,
which dipped dightly after Trump's
post, fose D525 to dose at record
igha Tho Dow fones bndustrial Aver
g0 5o dimbed 422 paints, or 19,

Wiy s Canada Not Delaying the

Tax Amid Trade Tensions?
Although Caradian and Ammrican

BuRiness grOups, CRRANEATICNS rp-

recant weaks calling for the tax ta
o repealod or at leat postpoesd,
Canachan Finance Mirister Frangois-
ppe Crampagne has stated that
the law bas been approved by Par
liamwrs and that Canaca will mewe
Sorward with it implemantatice.

The Caradian Chamier of Com-
rce has aegued that the tax coud
inceease costs for consumers and
s “camaging our msually ben-
eficial trading relaticodvp with the

ted Statest

"l an edars 1o gettrade salls back
an track, Canada shewdd imm ety
offer to repeal the Digeal Services
Tx in axcharge for the remonal of
anits from the United States” Goldy
Hydor, the Chambers Prosidont and
CEQ, teld Bloomberg.

How Could the United States
Respa

Teump <aid he woudd withdeaw
dom  bitateral trade regotiaticns
because Canach ingends ta progeed
with the digital services tax, calling
the mave "a direct and blatat at-
tack oo our country’ This has cast

services tax sparks new trade dispute

daubt oo whether a 2day deadline
% reach an agreeens in U trade
disputte can b mat

Thwe previews advinisteatan of
Prosidrs Jow Biden also oppesed
the tax but scught To resclve the
dispute differaty. by Augast 2024,
W requested dipte sertlement
coradtations with Canada under
the Canadalivted StatesMaxico
Agreamers (CUSHMAL

The US hac sad that American
comparios ane ciligated to pay Ot
Trwa 3200 wder the digital sences
.k 2 statevwers issued in Fabruary,
Truwp saidl Anerica aloes shoud be
adlrwed 1o txAmerican companieas

b respanse to the Canacian ndes,
toch gant Googe is inpasing an
addticral 2.5% fee on achertise
wrrs shown in Canada, clective
October 2024. Gocgle stated dat
the surcharge, named the “Canada
CAT Few will covor'a peetian of
the coats of complying with Canada's
CAT legistation.”

Do Other Countries Apply Simias
Taxes?

Yoo Feance, laly, Sgain, and the
United Kirgdem, amerg athers, all
Farve such tax systems.

Accoeding to the Tax Foundavan
Europe, about half of the Eurcpean
OECD counnies hawe announced,
proposed, £r ivplementsd a dgital
serveas tax The United States has
et thase proposals with theeats of
otalistary tants.

France's Counail of State, which
adwses W governmers on deaft
taws, has reforred the coutry's dig-
wal services tax to the Consututicral

contitutional challenga 16 3 DST

e the legishation was passed in
20109,

Opella Egypt leads

Cpella Egrpe partcipated ac a Gold
Speesor 3t Adnca Health ExCon
2025, co-hosted by Africa Centres
for Dvosase Control and Prevertion
{hdrica CDC), Africas lading bealth-
care evert. The condarence wad conmmd
aver £0,000 attendess from 150+
couraries, Iweld under the patrorage
of Precider Abded Fattah Al-Sisi.
“Toraards Stainable Healthcare'
sessice, hadd by Opella o Junae 25,
fecusad on Cpellas sustavability, B
Ceepcerticationand self-careyisicn.
At the heart of the te5sicn wasa pan-
 an e-Laheling, a joint amixtion by
COpeilaand e Egrptian DogAuthar-
ity (EDA) to cut waste and expand
access ta reiiable health informaticn.

fvendy tools anen't epticed. Thayne
wssential for a smarter, more sustain-
able faurs.

Opela leaders, axports from
Werld Health Organizaticn (WHO)
the EDA, Scuth Africa’s regulatery
bedion and the Global Self-Care Fed-
sraton (GYCF) contrbuted valuable

with purpose at Africa Health ExCon
T

achiews 8 Corp Ceruication, refloct-
g o commitvens T sUsanaliTy
and accourmability. Our strategy to-
wards a beakhier lanet and society
foruses oo dearborsng cur Op-
eraticen and vakse chain, ombedding
circulanty, deivirg health literacy and
SEROItIg SUITELdng COmmunites
threagh NGO partnerships. e lack
forward ta workig with all partress
acrass the sector (o mal sustainable
slf-care second rature.

fnsighe= TF Lorg-

torm impact starts with indormed
dvaices, stranger balth literacy, and
i3 bolstered by colboratian. Opella
achisrad 3 e W0SI0NG £0 IS [our-
ey 1o debver respaniile selfcane
for people ard planee. Certified by
8 Lab, B Corp recogvzes companies
that meet Agerous standacds of so-

Fubasa, Chief Scence

Officer:

“edabding puts mere power in
e bands of cormumers. It sanpaw-
wrs consumers by wakig selfcane
@adies more accassile, and su:

sustarable healthcane systems. We
are a dedicated gobal salf-cane lead-
s, ready 1o meet the health needs of
cansumars. Qurindepandencaalicms
usto innevate fasterand sty Socued
0 our misson: making self-care 3c
Fmple as it should be - for veryoes:*
T EDA bas boon leading 2 multi-
phase wLabedling shift to medern-
ize medicins infarnation and baast
sustainability. Launchod in 2002, The
itiative, launched in 2022, replaces
paper leadcts with GRlinked cgial
formats, starting with bosp.

Roche and Egypt’s UPA sign MoU

healthcare procurement

Rache Qap\om:x Egype has sgned
a Momorandum of Understanding
{Metl) with the z.mx.m Autharity
h Unified Precuremant (UPA) ta
integrate ewirconmertal ot
milry to the country’s healthears
Frocurement systam.

The colaboration & aimwed a8 oup-
porting the URA in ambadding groen
Frocurement pangples and St
ability frameaceics aceoss all phases
of it healthcare precurement life-

iz algned with Egypts Vison 2020
for Srminable Dewlopamrt and

s TAAT TANT EL=DISE
OF THI

wre that a sustairable maxm.
hiz

Ablcdornin

on sustainable

& can ako geverate loogterm cest
“hficiencios through mare ereegy-
elficiorn cperations and streanlived
spply dhaia, whie enhancing the
rsikence of healthcara supply nat-
worls and encouraging inncraticn
in ecodendly materials and greenar
manufactuing practices.

The parnarship & consitant with
Rodws gobal sustarabilty srategy
which integrates erironmenal, socal,
2 SEONCANE PCATOS ACFERS TS Op-
wratices The company has comnntted
20 achiering real 2ero greenhouse gas
ennissiona by 205030d ambads sustain-

care system iz an

it national geals for
Sewarddip and rescurce-officient
Fealtheare.

Undar the tenmns of the agresnens,
Roche Diagnastics will pravice stra-
\-g-: consultancy to suppert th UPA

with UPA
our shared comaitment to bulding
sestiont, ervironmaentally resporatle
supply chaire Togethar, ‘e ane tlorg
beld steps 1o create tangile inpact
by reducing the healthcans sectarts

2 sntain.
zm.., ackits. e procuruiant gel
ez and Th

products. Mo in its second phm
# suppeets health litaracy, cuts pa-
par waste, and sets the stage for
full digital integraticn worg gobal
mnaum_

overyone. Ta reabze its Sl poteraial,
via Twad aaely. apan collsboruion

aal and
trarsparancy, and accourmability.

Masissa Sacetsky, Chiel
Sustainability Officer:

e ane proud to he the est gob-

A cormuvmr healthcare company to

frhatry
pmw.eanm. and patieras”

Feirouz Ellouze, General
Manager (AMET):
"Opsdla’s prosee at the conder-
ence highlights our comantment to

£0 milice kaflets

pmmm: annually by Opeila Egrpt

aoew, we could <we 304 tonnes of

n amissions and protect 5,400

wees. Recogiaivg tha aa\iun:u o
and

will include twilerod czm.c.zya.-.um.g
such as

foctpring as wedl az
’Jﬂp‘rg 3 procurement modd that
balances progress with planetary re-
poraitaling’

The comms

o
charge initiatives and handson o
shepa 1o equip UPA teans and cther
smakehalders with practical teols and
gobal expertise.

Both parties will also co-deelop a
cOmprawnae pracueRTR guick-
i, aligred with intematiceal prac-
sees o Al .mmnmnuw

among varfaus stalaholders, th
is ComTted 10 SUPRETEING Inits
ot acibeasa i trarateion and v
sustarable change.

- 3
ot the healthcara supply chain.

Cr: Likzew Kanaan, Germral Marag-
o od Roche Disgnostics in Egype and
Bleth Africa, commmrted: At Recha,

a e
roomereal Sutairality becones a
greater priority in policy-wadrg and
Frocuremant for grernamnts and
intematiceal arganizations, which are
reasingly recogaing Tt respon-
bk sourcing can reduce ceats and
imprese health outcomss.
Envicanmentally coeacious pro-
curemant can reduce hanvdd e
oo waste,and the use of hazacdous
waterials, contrbeing to 3 deaner
scozystem and fewer health risks

£
with Supplins 1o neduos emisions and
improve supply chain transpanency.

Recha stated tat mast of xs toaal
carben amisions ane bnked 1o s sup-
iy notore leadngTsinvest in ¥ilia-
thas such 26 the Sustarahilty Suppher
Engagemant Programme, the Sustain-
ale Marats butatie (SMIL and the
Phanmvaceutical Sopply Crain bt
{PSCI) These plasfonre ane desigrd
w6 help Recho and is partners colke-
Sty rake industry standands.

The Mol wil alow the UPA 1o
access Reches parbepaion in thew
gobal phtbare, utisirg Ptenanional

the cotaberation poskions Egypt to
adopt precuremont steateges that
balance pubbe health priortes with
srvvicorerental steaardshi, renfareing
Roch Dignostics’ rok 34 3 partnar i

frem

oping EZyres heathcane systam.
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Roche and Egypt’s UPA sign MoU on sustainable
healthcare procurement

Roche Diagnostics Egypt has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MaU) with the Egyptian Authority
for Unified Procurement (UPA) to
help integrate environmental sustain-
ability into the country’s healthcare
pracurement system.

The callaboration is aimed at sup-
porting the UPA in embedding green
procurement principles and sustain-
ability frameworks across all phases
cf its healthcare procurement life-
cycle, from planning and acquisition
to waste management. The initiative
is aligned with Egypt’s Vision 2030
for Sustainable Development and
its national goals for environmental
stewardship and resource-efficient
healthcare.

Under the terms of the agreement,
Roche Diagnostics will provide stra-
tegic consultancy to support the UPA
in embedding environmental sustain-
ability across its procurement poli-
cies and operations. The partnership
will include tailored capacity-building
programmes, such as experience ex-
change initiatives and hands-on work-
shops, to equip UPA teams and ather
stakehalders with practical tools and
gobal expertizse.

Bath parties will also co-develop a
comprehensive procurement guide-
ine, aligned with international prac-
tices, to facilitate environmentally
respansible decision-making through-
out the healthcare supply chain.

Dr.Liliane Kanaan, General Manag-
er of Rache Diagnostics in Egypt and
MNarth Africa, commented:"At Rache,

Wkl FALLAM EL-SIS)

OF THE ARAB

REPUBLIC OF ECyYp

Public domain

we believe that a sustainable health-
care system is an imperative. This
collaboration with UPA showcases
our shared commitment to building
resilient, environmentally responsible
supply chains. Together, we are taking
bold steps to create tangible impact
by reducing the healthcare sector's
environmental footprint, as well as
shaping a procurement model that
balances progress with planetary re-
sponsibility.”

The agreement comes as envi-
ronmental sustainability becomes a
greater priority in palicy-making and
procurement for governments and
international organisations, which are
increasingly recognising that respon-
sible sourcing can reduce costs and
impraove health cutcomes.

Environmentally conscious pro-
curement can reduce harmful emis-
sians, waste, and the use of hazardous
materials, contributing to a cleaner
ecosystem and fewer health risks
from environmental degradation.

It can also generate |ong-term cost
efficiencies through more energy-
efficient operations and streamlined
supply chains, while enhancing the
resilience of healthcare supply net-
works and encouraging innovation
in eco-friendly materials and greener
manufacturing practices.

The partnership is consistent with
Rache's global sustainability strategy,
which integrates environmental, social,
and economic priorities across its op-
erations The company has committed
to achieving real zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050 and embeds sustain-
abilityinto its procurement by warking
with suppliers to reduce emissions and
improve supply chain transparency.

Raoche stated that most of its total
carbon emissions are linked ta its sup-
ply netwark, leading itto investininitia-
tives such as the Sustainability Supplier
Engagement Programme, the Sustain-
able Markets Initiative (SMI), and the
Pharmaceutical Supply Chain Initiative
(PSCI).These platforms are designed
to help Roche and its partners collec-
tively raise industry standards.

The Mol will allow the UPA to
access Roche's participation in these
global platforms, utilising international
expertise and tested frameworks to
support Egypt’s sustaimability agenda.
By drawing on Rache'’s global networks,
the collaboration paositions Egypt to
adopt procurement strategies that
balance public health priorities with
environmental stewardship, reinfarcing
Rache Diaghostics’ role as a partner in
developing Egypt's healthcare system.




