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Egypt pioneering biosimilar adoption
in Middle East, Africa: Act4Biosimilars

Egypt is emerging as a leader in the
adoption of biosimilar medicines in
the Middie East and Africa (MEA),
according to a new report by Act-
4Biosimilars

The global initiative, founded and
sponsored by Sandoz, released its
Deep Dive Report for the MEA re-
gion, highlighting the challenges and
opportunities in biosimilar adop-
tion, Egypt. among other countries,
is identified as a key market with the
potential to significantly increase ac-
cess to life-saving treatments,

Biosimilars are highly similar
copies of original biologic medi-
cines, offering comparable efficacy
and safety but at a lower cost. With
$1.6bn worth of biologics set to lose
patent protection in the MEA region
by 2027, biosimilars present a signifi-
cant opportunity to improve patient
outcomes and reduce healthcare
costs

“Biosimilars are a real game-
changer in the way we approach
cancer treatment in many coun-
tries, including Egypt.” said Profes-

sor Hamdy Abdel Azim, MSc, MD,
Professor of Clinical Oncology
at Cairo University. “They offer a
path to providing affordable, high-
quality cancer treatments to more
patients.”

Abdel Azim emphasized the im-
portance of biosimilars in address-
ing the financial burden of cancer
treatment, particularly in developing

countries. He highlighted the rigor-
ous regulatory approval process for
biosimilars, assuring patients and
healthcare providers of their safety
and efficacy.

While progress has been made
in biosimilar adoption in some MEA
countries,including SaudiArabia, the
United Arab Emirates,and Egypt, the
report identifies several challenges
hindering broader uptake. These in-
clude regulatory hurdles, procure-
ment processes favouring original
biologics, and a lack of clear guide-
lines for healthcare professionals.

Egypt has taken steps to address
these challenges, including the es-
tablishment of a fast-track registra-
tion process for biosimilars and the
implementation of a scoring system
to differentiate between biosimi-
lars and lower-quality alternatives
In procurement.

However, the report recom-
mends further improvements in
regulatory frameworks, heaithcare
professional education, and patient
awareness to maximize the benefits

of biosimilars.

“Biosimilars are a beacon of hope
for patients in countries where
biologics are often out of reach,”
said Laura Wingate, Executive Vice
President of the Crohn's & Colitis
Foundation and Act4Biosimilars
Steering Committee member. “To
fully realize their potential, we need
to invest in supporting healthcare
professionals with clear guidelines
and resources.”

Act4Biosimilars aims to increase
global biosimilar adoption by 30%
in 30 countries by 2030. The orga-
nization will work with stakehold-
ers in the MEA region to implement
strategies outlined in its Action Plan,
which focuses on improving bio-
similar approvability, acceptability,
accessibility, and affordability.

By addressing the challenges and
capitalizing on the opportunities
highlighted in the Deep Dive Re-
port, Egypt can further strengthen
its position as a leader in biosimilar
adoption and improve the lives of
countless patients.
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