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Presidential Initiative for Women’s Health holds press conference
in collaboration with Novartis Oncology

-

The Presidential Initiztive for'VWomen's Health
— in cooperation with Novartis Oncology
— held a press conflerence in the presence
of renowned health experts to shed light on
women’s essental role i sodety’s develop-
ment and the health challenges they face.

The conrference highlighted the govern-
ment’s efforts to support Egyptian women,
with a focus on the health sector in particular;
primariy through the Presidential Initiatvefor
Women's Healkth that was launched in 2019.

Novarts representatives showcased the
pharmacewnical gant’s endeavours across all
possible avenues to support women as well
as its contnued commitment to Cooperating
with the Ministry of Health and Population
and all redevant stakeholders to improve pre-
venton and treatment methods and direct
research actvites towards developing inno-
vative and effective treatments.

Ahmed Morsy — Executive Director of
the Presidental Inmative for VWomen's Health
— expressed his pleasure at particpating n
the conference, welcoming the attendaes.

“Intemational VWomen's Day is an oppor-
wnity to highlight the great achievements of
women 20°oss all fields and their important
roke in managng issues within family and so-
ciety” said Morsy.

“It dso offers us the chance to emphasise
the imporance of directing more support
and care towards women to address the
varied challenges — especially those that
are heakh-related — that they face These in-
clude high rates of cardiovascular diseases and

cancer,” he pointed out, adding that “breast
cancer is the most common form of cancer
among Egyptian women, represenaing around
32.4% of fermale cancer ases”

“The Presidendal Inmiatve for Vwomen's
Health reflects this commitment. It aims to
detect various diseases and screen more than
24m women countrywide for breast cancer
in addition to providing the htest nnovative
drugs free of charge to patents aged 18 years
and above. The health ministry has screened
16,500,000 women since the launch of the
inigative in July 2019 throughout 23,200,000
visits,” said Morsy.

On the health ministry’s role in promot-
ing women's health, Dr. Sherif Amin — the
General Manager of Novartis Oncology for
Egypt, Morocce, and Tunisia — applauded
the government’s efforts saying that “in re-
cent years, the medical sector has achieved
remarkable progress in improving women's
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health in general, s well as in terms of de-
veloping reatment protocols and providing
innovative and more effective medications
that improve the quality of lives for patients
with chronic diseases, particularly cancer
patients, with breast cancer at the top of
the list” emphasising that “breast cancer is
the most common type of cancer among
women in Egypt” and that Novartis had
attached great impormnce to advanced
breast cancer by offering betrer treatment
alternatives.

“Novartis enthusiasacally welcomes con-
structive cooperation with the Presidential
Iritiative for VWomen's Health with the goal
of upskiling health ministry healthcare pro-
fessionals, briefing them on medical updates
regarding the latest breast cancer treaoments
and early screening protocols, in addition to
providing support in developing the national
registry for ancer patients in Egypt.and con-
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tributing to the development of an cncology
centre of excellence in Egype”

The company’s efforts are not limited to
medical support only, but also focus on sup-
porting patients as a top priority. Nearfy 8,000
cancer patients have so far accessed Novartis
supportprogrammes witha concrete empha-
sis on launching innovative patient support
programmes for advanced breast cancer
patents — such as the ‘Enaya’ and ‘Saradek’
programmes — to support affected padents
throughout their treatment journey,” Amin
pointed out.

“VWomen are instrumengl in the develop-
ment of society; they are its backbone and
foundation and a conduit for s progress.That
s why we must unite and direct all possible
means of support and care w Egyptian girls
and women.” said MarieAndree Gamache —
the Head of Novartis Oncology Middle East
andAfrica.




