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Novartis launches novel treatment
for adult patients with SPMS in Egypt

IJorvartis Pharnia S4E announced on Tuesday the lunch of 2 novel treat-
mert indicated for adult patients in Egypewith secondary progressive mukiple
sclerosis (SPME).

The evert took plce in cooperation with the M5 Chaprer of the Egyp-
tian Society of Meurology Pspchiatry and Meurosurgery (ESMPM) and the
Epyprian Society of ME o raise the comnmiuniy's awarenass of this nowvel
treatnnent that has shown effectiveness in delaying disease deterioration for
EPME patients,

“M35 has be=en categorised as the most common inunological denmy-
dirating disease o affect the cermral nervous systemlt is characterised by
inflamnratory and neurodegenerative processes leading to compromised
wisicem, disabilityand cognitive impairment,” said Dr Mapd Fowad Zakaria —
Priofessor of Mevrology 2t Ain Shans Liniersity and President of the Egyptian
Fovciery of M5

“Givan its progressive rature almost 50% of people with M5 require walk-
ing assistance within 20 years of disease onset, Ouwr experience —and the
gobal consensus — isthat a timefy diagnosis earty treatment and innovative
therapies can reduce the disabling progress of the disease, allowing patients
tor l=ad as rornmal a lifeas possible for as long as possible”

Fakaria added that heafthcare for M5 patients bas undergone significant
development since the Egyptian government’s decision to bear the costs of
treatment in 201 5 Intense efforts have been made to improve the dizpnosis
and naragement of cases,including the establishment of medical M5 units,
which began as central units and were then expanded to cover the entire
country. This bas contributed to the achievement of 4 fundamental trans-
‘Grmation in ME treatment in Egyprt and to providing appropriate heatthcare
setvices for patients,

The povernment's decision to support the expenditures of disease-mcod-
fying drugs (DPMDs), establish M5 units and implement M5 case registration
and develop statistics for the disease in Egypt,as well as participate in global
climical trials and publish research in specialised medical journals bas led to
uranimous praise by specialists treating the disease,

It has helped underline the inportance of early diagnosis in M3 and the
comprehensive nmaragement of cases, This has led to the spstem of M5 diag-
rosis and treatment in Egypt becoming not only one of the nost successful
systems inthe entire regicn but demonstrated that it isable 1o compete with
the highest plobal standards establishirg it asa unique example to follo for
countries seeking to develop their diggnostic and treatment systems,

“PM5 can be segmented into relapsing-remitting nultiple sclerosis (REME),
secondary progressive multiple sclerosis (3PME), and prinmary progressive
miuttiple sclerosis Our focustoday is on 5PME said Dr MagedAbdel Masser
—Professor of Meurology at Cairo Liniversity,Head of the M5 Chapterand
Head ofthe Pandrab Linicn of Meurclogical Societies,

“M5 does not only represent a burden on petierts and caregivers; asa rel-
tivelyyoung' disease with anaverapeape ofonset of 20 te 40 jt has a significant
impact on society asa whole, Movartis fas been committed to supporting
M5 patierts in different disease stages with 2 lepacy that extends for nearhy
10 years since the lunch of the first HET for RRMS patientsYye bave since
wppotted more than 3000 Egyprian patients and counting Today the newhy
introduced treatment represents Fopefor SMPS patients who until noee did
rot have treatment,” said |anal Habash — CPO Head of Movartis Egypr,

“Wy'e aspire that this new hope for SP3M treatment can help change the
corversation about progressing M5 and expand possibilities for patients and
theirr caregiversiy¥ye are working closahy with all stakekolders to ensune that
eligible Egyprian patients can benefic from this treatment as quickly as pos-
sible!’ said Gehan Ranadan — Chief Scientific Cfficer at Movartis Egypt.

“ii are committed to open dialogue with all our stakebolders who are
key partners in our decision-naking throughout the medicines fecycle, help-
g us 1o develop berter drugs for patients with unmet needs! said Karim
oussef MeuroSoienceand Ophthalnology Franchise Headat M ovartis Egypt.




