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Health Ministry moves to increase prices
of some drugs against chronic diseases

List of medicines whose prices will increase to be announced on Thursday, says spokesperson

By Mohamed Ayyad... ... .

The Ministry of Health is moving to
increase the prices of medication
against ehronic diseases, according
to prominent sources at the Pharma-
ceuticals Department of the ministry.

The last period saw wide debates
between local and foreign pharma-
ceutical companies on one side and
the Ministry of Health on the other,
after the ministry excluded the
drugs against chronic diseases from
the decision to raise prices early
February.

Last week, the Ministry of Health
sent a notice to pharmaceutical
companies, asking them to reply
with a list of 15% of their medicines
for local drugs and 20% of foreign
drugs to move up their prices. The
ministry stressed that medications
against chronic diseases must be
excluded from these lists. The com-
panies, however, refused to abide by
the notice.

The sources said that a large
number of local and foreign phar-
maceutical companies provided
lists including those drugs, in viola-
tion of the government’s note.

Moreover, the sources added that
the committee in charge of the file
tasked by the Ministry of Health is
currently studying the lists of each
company separately.

Minister of Health Ahmed Emad EI-Din

The committee will then deter-
mine whether or not to increase
prices of drugs against chronic dis-
eases.

Minister of Health Ahmed Emad
El-Din said that 474 lists have been
submitted. The committee is set to
complete its studies on Thursday
and announce the new prices on
the same day.

Health Ministry spokesperson
Khaled Megahed said that the min-
istry will approve the final lists of
price increases on Thursday. “The
minister will hold a press confer-
ence to announce the increases and
the regulation of raising the prices,”
he added.“The increases will be ap-

plicable on medications produced
after the decision is declared.”

He stressed that the ministry
will not go back on selling for two
prices after the new increase is ap-
plied,as the old price tag on medica-
tions before the decision will remain
unchanged, while the increase will
only be applied to the new drugs.
He noted that the ministry will send
inspectors to verify that pharmacies
and drug stores follow the protocol
and take immediate action against
offenders.

The sources said that the ministry
will abide by the definition of drugs
against chronic diseases approved
by the World Health Organization,
which are those medications that

treat diseases that are not infec-
tious, such as high blood pressure,
diabetes, leper, heart diseases, and
cancer.

Osama Rostom, deputy chairper-
son of the Pharmaceutical Industry
Chamber of the Federation of Egyp-
tian Industries, said that local and
foreign pharmaceutical companies
sent their lists including chronic dis-
ease medication on purpose, as not
raising their prices will cause losses
to some companies.

He added that the pricing com-
mittee did not object to the pres-
ence of these drugs.“The companies
learned about the ministry’s disap-
proval to raise their prices from the
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