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Doctors’ Syndicate calls for further amendments
of health insurance bill

By Menan Khater

In-a pfess'conference on Monday,
the Doctors' Syndicate refterated
its call to amend the newly drafted
health insurance bill after it received
amodified copy Sunday night fragn the
Ministry of Health,

The syndicate joined forces with 74
other general and independent syn-
dicates and gained support in its call
fram seven political parties. The con-
ference brought together representa-
tives from multiple syndicates across
Egypt and an array of members from
the Doctors Syndicate.

The syndicate addressed those
issues which they described as cor
nerstones in the bill and should be
amended before parfismentary re-
view. Those issues are related to fund-
ing sources and the quality of public
haspitals, in addition to the identity of
other institutions expected to super-
vise the bill.

The new health insurance bill aims
to provide health insurance to low-
income citizens, making use of new
medical insurance cards linked to
families, rather than individuals.

The chief of the Doctors' Syn-
dicate, Mona Mina, said during the
conference the syndicate has always
called for 2 comprehensive health in-
surance system but the presented bill
failed to accomplish this goal.

“Before the ministry selects quali-
fied hospitals for the new system, we
recommend it is abliged to ensure the
public hospitals' capacity and qualicy
in the first place.” she said.

Egypt has about 550 hospitals and
atleast 5,000 medical units. Mina con-
tends that thase hospitals should still
be used as they were built with the
maney of the Egyptian people and
should be left te fall into dereliction
naw,

Only hospitals that have qualified
doctors who earn high salaries, have
high-quality infrastructure, and high-
quality equipment will be included in
the insurance system, according to
Minister of Health Ahmed Emad El-
Din.

Onlly 33 beds are available for ev-
ery 10,000 citizens in Caira's hospi-
tals, according to a factsheet issued
on Egypt’s health conditions in June.

“The low quality of public haspitals

v

i not somathing fatal. i is related to
the simplest of things in management
such as the salaries of workers and
trash collectors and it is up to the
government to fix it Mina sald,

The bill alse mandated that Social
Solidarity Ministry define the people
in need of the health insurance sys-
tem, which raised concerns from the

Doctors' Syndicate reiterated its call to amend newly drafted health insu

syndicate. According to Mina, the
ministry previously identified those
in need according to these who re-
ceive monthly pensions. This policy
will limit the access for other people
n need of the system.

"We suggest it includes anyone
who receives amonthly salary lower
than the minimum wage," she said.

rance bill in a press conference on Monday

Linking the service provided to the
subscriptions provided is one of the
key concerns. Those subscriptions are
a percentage allocated from the em-
ployees’ monthly salaries to cover the
medical treatment expenses. Rather
according to the syndicate’s sugges-
tions, the subscriptions should be
Identified amang all segments equally

and not linked to those who pay more
subscriptions.

The syndicate criticised the bill's
exemption of mental diseases from
its coverage, referring to the constitu-
tional article which ensures adequate
healthcare for all segments of the
Egyptian society,

According to Mina, the new versian
of the bill they received said the new
system will be based on an actuarial
study that dates back to 2007. The
ministry told them there is not a sin-
gle actuarial expertin health sector in
Egypt.The aforementioned study was
created under the cabinet of custed
President Hosni Mubarak.

“Between 40% and 42% of Egyp-
tians are in need of this medical insur-
ance coverage and the state will cover
their treatment expenses through
this law," Emad El-Din previously said,

The miniscry will launch a quality-
control autharity for hospitals to be
includedinthenew system. Only thase
hospitals that have qualified doctors
with good salaries, high-quality infra-
structure.and high-quality equipment
will be included in the insurance sys-
tem, according to Emad El-Din




