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Translation

Disaster...Charity donates "counterfeit" drug to MS patients
Analysis of "Betaferon" sample confirms it’s a counterfeit of the original
injection...Company's Official in Dubai: The written data is "false"

A complaint has been received from MS patients against inefficacy of "Betaferon"
injections obtained from a renowned charity organization, before this drug was added to
the list of state-paid treatment, which caused Al Youm7 to conduct an analysis for this
drug at the parent company's headquarter in Germany. After three months, the analysis
results indicated that it's a counterfeit containing different ingredients than the original
drug.
Mohamed Emad was one of patients who took "Betaferon" injections from the NGO. For
a year, he has shown no improvement, and his pain increased as well as the disease
episodes that destroy body functions one by one where patients could eventually suffer
from paralysis, an inability to urinate, blindness, deafness, and depression which may
result in suicidal behavior.
According to Emad's mother, they resorted to the NGO after they found no other way to
get the treatment that wasn't provided by the Ministry of Health at the time, pointing out
that the Charity was sending Emad 15 injections per month.
On his part, Mahmoud Fouad, Head of the Egyptian Right to Medicines Center, stated that
the center detected other cases who took this type of injection from the same charity and
they all witnessed no improvement. He added that some charities accept donations to
help patients with certain medicines, aiming to purchase drugs at discounted prices,
especially that some of those drugs cost around EGP 6200 per pack. As a result, charities
receive medicines from different sources other than manufacturers; it's well known that
the manufacturing companies do not offer discounts.
The complaints regarding the efficacy of this injection lead Al Youm 7 to communicate
with Dr Galal El-Ashry, an official at Bayer, the Betaferon manufacturer in Egypt. Al Ashry
affirmed that his company deals only with the Ministry of Health since it used to provide
Betaferon only to Health Insurance patients.
Our keenness not to reveal our information about the charity before the company's
representative caused us to ask him for conducting an analysis on the Betaferon sample



PRESS CLIPPING SHEET

at the parent company, under the pretext that one of patients is still und the attack of MS
despite treatment.
Al Ashry sent the sample to the company's office in Dubai, and by turn, it delivered it to
the company's headquarters in Germany. After three months, Nadine Fanous, Bayer’s
Communications Manager, confirmed that the analysis results indicated that the sample
is counterfeit and has completely different ingredients compared to the original drug.
"As soon as the analysis results appeared, we addressed the Ministry of Health and now
we are waiting for the ministry's measures to announce those responsible for such drug
counterfeit," Fanous added.
Despite our keenness not to mention the charity's name before Dr Galal Al Ashry, once he
was asked about the Egyptian charities' interest in getting drugs at discounted prices, he
mentioned the charity's name as it applied for a discount on the drug before.
"In principle, pharmaceutical companies cannot grant a discount. It's a global policy; but
the company has agreed to look into the charity's request. We were surprised afterwards
that the charity cancelled its discount request," Al Ashry said.
According to Al Ashry, this charity cancelled its proposal to purchase such drug from the
manufacturer, but it continued donating a treatment named "Betaferon" for 130 MS
patients. According to an official at the charity affirmed that they buy the drug at a
discounted price from some pharmacies. However, information revealed that the charity
deals with a drug storage area in "Embaba" to get discounts that could reach 50% of the
original price. As a matter of fact, the charity stopped providing unprivileged segments
with the drug as it has been added to the state-paid treatment list, but this doesn't mean
the charity is not responsible for the period of time in which it received donations from
citizens and gave patients counterfeit treatment. The Ministry of Health is still responsible
for controlling drugs and sale outlets to protect patients' health.


