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JEVERYONE is surrounded by a unique "cloud" of milions of their own bac-
teria, according o scientists .

Everyone has a ‘microbial cloud’

WALK through somenne eise’s clood, and
it will “rain” bacteria on your skin and he
brenthed into your langs.

The study on | | people, published in the

Jourmnl Peerd, showed it was possible i

identify people from their microbiul mias-
ma, One micrmbiologist sxid the fndings
were simply "gross”.

Srodics have aleady shown that oar
microbiome - the eollection of bacteria,
wirnses and fungi that live on our skin and
in our bodias — ournumbers our vwn cells
I-t-one. These con be spresd through
o o Lk

1 chad

skin eells in dust. Could you toke o sep
hack pleas=?

People were kept in 2 sealed chamber
for foar houns with air pusmped in thrgh
a fileer o prevemt comtamination. Dishes
and filters inside the chamber oolbecied
sarmpliss Frons the emanating cloud .

Sientists then mmalysed fhe bactori vol-
lected.

One ol the researchers. Dr Jumes
Meadow, said: "We expected tha we
would be able to detect the humin s
o in te air arousd a person, but we
were surprised o find that we could iden-
iy rost of e eccupants just by sampling
their microbial elond.”

DI Ben Sewman, # microbiologhse from
the University of Reading, wid the BBC

News Weebsile: "You can smell someone’s
BO (lady odowr), and now yea knew
these are all the things crawling on you —
e masrvellows,

"It's coc of those things thar make you
lized sack about living next 1o other penple,
i wo ke i weent on,

v Meumnin argued 1t would be useful o
know which bacteria werd shle to "fy"
throtgls thee air, but there was mo feason o
b worricd about any health threar,

S ahoukd we ull ke era showers?

“Ir wouldn't belp, we just need o get
over it of meve into oures space,’ he
wdded. Ciroups of hacteria in the clowd
i huded Streprococcus. which is common

in e mouth, and the skin bags
Proplonibacteriuen and Ck i
The reserchers angue the mix may have a
“forensic application” to detect whether
somente had passed through a room.

However, it & not clear how much
sameone’s microbial clond chenges over
i,

Adum Alrichrer, o research assistant on
e project, "There is a germaphobe aspect
to this, but we need to understund dht
we're pot oerile and this is something
completely natoral and healthy.”

He sabd rhe size of someone's clowd was
atill untcsred, bt was likely o be a fow
feet.




