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In the doldrums
Pharmaceutical firms incur heavy losses over pricing

Calls for setting clear rules for private hospital services

Prices of healthcare services in Egypt

facilities are fixed and uﬂ:yuc:nm

agency. This is true for the government-
run health insurance and university
ospitals.

The debate usually rages over prices
related to private sector facilities and
medicines they provide. Although there
are pricing laws, the private hospitals
and medical centers often do not comply
because they do not agree with them in
the first place, or due to lack of govern-
mental oversight.

‘The pharmaceutical sector in Egypt is
presently in the grip of an acute crisis,
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has refused to amend the law,
amatier that has resulted in huge losses
fior some firms and has driven others out
of the field, which is a vital sector that
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doctors working at governmental hospi-
tals, of in prices of services at the private
sector hospitals. They do not observe
any rules and the Health Ministry fails
wmumynwvmimmlhm Dr
Samir said. He

cial losses and instead offer them some
care until they are taken to governmental

Dr Mohamed Mueet, the first aide 10
the health minister for financial end ad-
ive affairs, said that more than

mittee of representatives nfheﬂlllcm
professionals, the Health Ministry and
medical facilities to devise an obligatory
system for prices of different services
and fees of healthcare providers, depend-
ing on their years of experience.

He added that the system should in-
clude & pmﬁt.m-rpn m’zt)peramr fiar

turers and the Health Ministry over the
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storm, & " . “There is already

Health M; N ool 1 1sbased on a suggested division of medi-  private clinics and 20,000 pr hospi- I of fe-handedly by the

is dragging its fect on approving increas- e avaﬂahle:&euloﬁcd st sz ."'"“ “u“"“d'“l“'““wm‘o"ﬁ ;!:lll\mra: nmmm.mgm
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:-ni * Dr Hagar said. in their prices. For example, the first  follow certain pricing rules, he said. =2 - hﬂ:‘m':::'bzzwm loufﬁcl.:;

Atwnim; wlnm the ministry has
endorsed * increases, which he
said do not keep abreast of the hikes in

at the Feds
imates that fixed g has and the dollar exchange
cnnadmwimnﬂuﬂuﬁmd ates at the local market. Producers are
firms. The pricing law has banned any  pushing for modifying the pricing law

hike in prices of medicines for more than
10 years. As a result, the state-owned
Holding Pharmaceuticals Company

more than 170 million Egyptisn
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itself 1o drastically improve the situation.

category covers all medicines currently
retailed for less than LE10; the second
related to medicines sclling at LE10 to
LE0; and the third at mare than LE20.
The proposed increases in prices are
proportional, with pharmaceuticals of
the first category wpping the list. “The
increases in prices of the third category
will be the least, estimated at lower than
20 per cent of their current prices,” said
D
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of medicines still being
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Hagar explained that the official nsquu!

The problem is worse in the private
sector hospitals whese medical services
are not subjected to clear rules. Accord-
lll]wDIKhlledSm s member of

the Doctors” Associntion and the head
of the Health Committee at the Liberal
Egyptians Party, there are around 60 000

Meanwhile, there are around 663
itals, 82 uni
hupmh and 25 others affiliated to dif-
ferent ministries. Dr Samir said that
university hospitals make up 43 per
cent of the simple and medium-scale
medical services in the country. The
hospitals, run by the Health Ministry,
provide 47 per cent of these services.
In terms of complicated healthcare
services such s surgery, the university
hospitals make up 70 per cent of the
services while the remaining 30 per
cent is provided by the Health Ministry
hospitals. The services by both catego-
ries of hospitals are offered for free.
Flawed system
“The pricing system of medical servic-
s is flawed whether in low salanies of the

supervisions
Dr Samir also noted that « cabinet
law, obliging hospitals to offer free
emergency services in the first two days
is proving mere ink on paper. “The bill
of reating the patient during this dura-
umumghmiluwlnbdwln

ICU service,” he said. “When
sector hospitals approached the Health
Ministry for paying such bills, the min-
istry refused, saying that their prices
are too high. For example, emergency
services for some patients may cost up to
wmﬂl
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LEI hillion has been allocated for repay-
ing hospitals offering free emergency
services,

Meanwhile, Dr Ghada el-Ganzouri, a
managing director of the privately owned
el-Ganzouri Hospitals, described the
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B
services as i msible.

She said that some people, injured in
road crushes, would come to hospitals
four days after the accident and insist on
being treated for free in line with this de-
cision. “This causes a problem between
the patient and the hospital " she said.

“Some hospitals have not asked the
Health Ministry to repay them and con-

‘hospitals in view of the difference in ef-

ficiency of the service from one hospil

1o the other.” i
However,

wp-y mpun-lnnhzbullanly The
situation has prompted the private sec-
tor to refrain from treating patients at the
emergency department for fear of finan-

he called f diting the
work of a committee set up jointly from
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